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POLICE — FIREARMS AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 

Statement 

HON AARON STONEHOUSE (South Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: I rise to take issue, as at least one of my 
colleagues has in recent days, with the draconian policies being implemented by the Western Australia Police 
Force in relation to the transportation of firearms in Western Australia. It is no exaggeration to say that, right now, 
those transportation changes are causing massive loss and financial hardship. If we do not act, and act swiftly, we 
will preside over the death of one of our country industries. 

In case any members are unaware of the changes, they are quite onerous. Australia Post, our national carrier, is 
unable to comply with the strict new transport requirements. The new requirements are so onerous that there are 
only 11 approved carriers across the entire state. As was pointed out by another member of this place, these 
11 carriers do not provide coverage across the whole state. 

The following information has been provided to me: one of these carriers operates only by rail, not by road; one 
will carry only explosives; three will undertake only point-to-point work, meaning that they are extremely limited 
in commercial transactions; two will transport firearms only on behalf of government departments; one is limited 
to only cash transactions; one is dedicated entirely to wholesalers; one can transport guns from east to west by rail, 
but has no approved carriers able to connect to and from rail depots; and one operates only in specific parts of the 
Pilbara. I am sorry, but that is a pretty damning list of caveats. As a direct result of WA Police Force’s policy, 
small businesses in this state have zero workable freight options. 

The minister recently said that the WA Police Force is continuing to work to resolve these issues. I am sorry, but 
WA Police Force has caused these issues in the first place, and I mean that very literally. Not only did it issue the 
fiat to gun owners and dealers, but it literally caused the problem. Some of us in this place have long memories. 
We have not forgotten the private contractors who lost three firearms near Mt Magnet back in 2013, nor have we 
forgotten whom they were working for—WA Police. My recollection is that the subsequent police investigation 
failed to turn up any sign of the firearms, and no-one was charged in connection with the loss. I may have to ask 
a question of the Minister for Police in the near future to ascertain whether any of those guns were ever found or 
have been used in a crime. We remember who effectively lost those weapons—the very same police force that is 
now trying to regulate the local firearms industry out of business. 

But it gets worse than that. The police, in their new policy for firearm transport, have ensured that they are exempt 
from the strict new transport requirements. The same police force that lost three firearms in 2013, spurring the 
review that led to this onerous policy, is exempt from it. Let us take a moment to remind ourselves of the policy 
on firearm storage as it relates to those working in the industry. We all agree that firearms need to be securely 
stored. Members will get no argument from me on that score. But the requirements that are now being put in place 
by WA Police Force are draconian. WA Police Force is now demanding that gun repairers and dealers install 
seismic sensors, and maintain 24/7 surveillance with a connection to designated police stations. That may be fine 
for dealers based in Perth, but small repairers and dealers based in country WA will find it much more difficult to 
comply. I do not want to go into my thoughts on the NBN, but suffice to say we get patchy speeds in the CBD at 
best; those in country areas sometimes struggle to get a connection at all. 

These new requirements equate to an additional impost on people working within the firearms industry, and people 
who are going about their legal business only to be told that the police will impose more expensive compliance 
measures on them. It will be more difficult and they will probably be forced out of business. I received an email 
this morning from a gentleman who has reached that point, not because he does not want to keep working, but 
because he can no longer afford to. He is a small dealer and repairer and he normally has one to five firearms on 
his premises, which is no more than what a sporting shooter may have at any one time, yet because he is a dealer 
he has to adhere to standards of storage. The cost of compliance has proved too much for him and he is now in the 
process of handing back his dealer’s licence. Last week, a similar email arrived from a pest controller who warned 
that the transport requirements would put him out of business too. There goes another small business. There goes 
another pay cheque. There goes another meal off the table of a Western Australian family. This is all from 
a government that claims it wants to create jobs. I implore those members who represent country regions to have 
a long, hard think about how they treat firearm owners in their electorates. Law-abiding firearm owners are 
a motivated group, who are politically active and have long memories. 
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